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as above quoted, adopts to their disadvantage, becomes
-their protection. Then "the history of miracles,"
instead of being "suspected always of course, without
the strongest evidence to confirm it," is at first sight
almost " to be admitted of course, without a strong
reason to suspect it; " such suspicions as attach to it-
arising from our actual experience of fraud, not from
difficulties in its subject matter. If " the tabernacle of
God is with men, and He will dwell with them;" if the
Church is "the kingdom of heaven ;" if our Lord is
with His disciples "alway, even unto the end of the
world;" if He promised His Holy Spirit to be to them
what He Himself was when visibly present/and if
miracles were one special token of His Presence when
on,earth; if moreover miracles are expressly mentioned
as tokens of the promised Comforter; if St. Paul
speaks of " mighty signs and wonders by the power of
the Spirit of God," and of his "speech and preaching"
being " in demonstration of the Spirit and of power/'
and of " diversities of gifts but the same Spirit/' and
of "healing/1 "working of miracles/' and "prophecy,"
as among His gifts; surely we have no cause to be
surprised at hearing supernatural events reported in
any age, and though we may freely exercise our best
powers of inquiry and judgment on such and such re-
ports, as they come before us, yet this is very different
from hearing them with prejudice, and examining them
with contempt or insult